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Port Receives NFA From DOE
Bingen, Washington – The Port of Klickitat has received a 
“No Further Action” (NFA) determination from the 
Washington Department of Ecology (DOE) for its cleanup of 
the Dow Road special waste site located at the Dallesport 
Industrial Park.  Over 1,200 tons of material, commonly 
called “saltcake”, were removed earlier this year and disposed 
of in accordance with DOE requirements.  Soil samples were 
then taken and subjected to laboratory analysis with the results 
submitted to DOE.

“We appreciate the cooperation and assistance of the DOE 
Toxics Division staff and the efforts of local contractor James Dean Construction as we worked 
to have this material safely removed,” said Marc Thornsbury, the Port's Executive Director. 
“Their efforts, combined with the Commission's prompt action to take advantage of equipment 
already present at the RAMCO site, limited cleanup costs to less than $40,000.  We are now one 
step closer to achieving the removal of all contaminants from the Port's properties at Dallesport.”

The material, which contained significant amounts of Aluminum, Calcium, Magnesium, 
Potassium, and Sodium as well as small amounts of Arsenic, Barium, Cadmium, Chromium, 
Copper, Lead, Nickel, and Zinc, was nearly identical to that dumped by the former Recycled 
Aluminum Metals Company (a.k.a. RAMCO) near the eastern boundary of the industrial park. 
Cleanup of the larger RAMCO disposal site will soon enter its fourth year.  With significant 
budget cuts and no new funds allocated for the cleanup project, the Washington Department of 
Ecology has turned to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for assistance in 
finishing the cleanup.  The EPA is now the lead agency in bringing the RAMCO project to 
completion.

About the Port of Klickitat
Economic development, transportation, and marine-based recreation are key functions of the Port of Klickitat. 
These are achieved through leasing industrial-zoned property, developing and renting industrial and 
commercial facilities, developing and maintaining rail spurs and dock facilities, assisting companies with an 
interest in locating in Klickitat County, creating and managing marine-based recreational facilities, and 
working closely with various partner organizations and agencies.

The Port of Klickitat is located in Klickitat County, Washington and was created in 1944.  It is one of several 
port authorities located in the mid-Columbia region.  It owns two industrial parks and several buildings, leases 
industrial property and space, operates a barge dock, and holds property set aside for a park and marina. 
Transportation access is provided via rail, river barge, highways 14, 35, and 197, and Interstate 84.

For more information, please contact:
Marc Thornsbury, Executive Director ■ 509-493-1655 ■ mthornsbury@portofklickitat.com

At A Glance…

Who:.................Port of Klickitat
What:............Saltcake Cleanup
When:...........October 12, 2009
Where:......Dallesport Ind. Park
Quick Facts:...Over 1,200 tons 

of special waste material 
removed; Material similar to 

that of RAMCO site; DOE 
issues “No Further Action” 

determination.


